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Custom House, Leith is 

becoming a bustling 

centre for creative 

industries serving the 

local community. 

 

To continue this historic 

venue’s revival, SHBT is 

now calling for 

proposals on how space 

inside the building can 

be utilised for short term 

community projects 

from one-off events to 

programmes lasting up 

to two weeks. 

 

Background 
SHBT is a charity and Building 
Preservation Trust managing Custom 
House, Leith.  Many spaces inside the 
building are let out to creative 
industries.  This allows us to make 
modest investments in the fabric of 
the building and undertake a full 
feasibility study for the long term 
future of this site. This will culminate 
in a major capital project to restore 
the building to its former glory. 
 

Call for Projects 
To support this long-term vision, 
SHBT is inviting local community 
groups to submit a proposal on 
activities that will:  
 engage the local population;  
 deliver a community benefit; 
 promote the economic revival of the 

area; 
 support local services; 
 enhance our understanding of the 

building and area; 
 build evidence for the sustainable 

future of Custom House, Leith 
 

If you or your community group have 
a potential project lasting up to 2 
weeks that fit with at least 3 of the 
above criteria, please get in touch. 
 

What is on offer? 
SHBT will choose 4 projects that can 
be programmed for 2017 and that 
best fit the listed criteria.  These 
projects will have use of the space 
available with no hire costs and with 
support from the SHBT team during 
working hours. 
 

What sort of project? 
In planning your project you should 
consider the timing, materials 
needed, how to promote it, what 
volunteers you will need, what 
benefits this will bring to your group 
and the wider community. 
For example: you may wish to use the 
space for an art exhibition 
showcasing community skills; an 
exhibition to tell the story of Leith 
and Custom House; a series of talks 
and discussions; a networking event.  
Get in touch and let us know what 
you have in mind. 
 

Deadline for proposals 
5 pm, 31 January 2017 
 

 

 
 



 

How to submit your 

proposal 
 
First of all, get in touch with Julie 
Forster at SHBT for an initial chat. 
Then put your project in writing 
telling us who you are and showing 
how your proposal meets the criteria 
overleaf and how you will manage 
and promote the activity. 
 
Please also consider the following: 
 When do you want to deliver it? 
 How will you use volunteers? 
 What are the times and days you 

want to use Custom House? 
 Who is managing your project? 
 Are you covering other costs for 

your project? 
 Why use Custom House, Leith 

specifically? 
 Who is your audience and how 

will you contact them? 
 

To progress with your proposal 
please contact: 
 
Julie Forster 
Scottish Historic Buildings Trust 
Email: julie@shbt.org.uk 
Tel: 0131 220 1232 

If your submission is 

successful 
 
A panel of SHBT staff and Trustees will 
look as each submission and seek 
external advice as needed. 
 
If we decide that your project will 
work well at Custom House then we 
will discuss the details with you and 
book the space for you.  You will be 
required to sign our standard 
‘conditions of use’ agreement that 
protects this property from misuse. 
 

If your submission is not 

successful 
There may be options to explore.  It 
could be that the project would be 
better suited to another time or that 
the costs for using Custom House can 
be mitigated in another way. 
 
As we are a charity, it will be 
impossible both logistically and 
financially for us to lend out our 
space to everyone.  But community 
involvement is key to the long term 
revival of Custom House, Leith as a 
key piece of our built heritage. 
 

Friends of Custom 

House, Leith 
 
Our Friends are a group of like-
minded people who encourage local 
interest in Custom House’s future 
through volunteering, fundraising, 
research and events. By becoming a 
Friend of Custom House, Leith you 
are supporting and shaping the 
future of this beautiful building.  
To become a Friend of Custom House 

Leith, please get in touch. You will 

benefit through: 

 

 Invitations to Custom House 
events 

 Annual Reception for all our 
supporters  

 Newsletter to keep you up to 
date on developments 

 Volunteering opportunities and 
community links 

 Insight into saving Scotland’s built 
heritage and our other projects 

 Discounts on facilities hire in 
SHBT properties 

 Learning more about your 
community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Two of the spaces available for community use: the gallery and corner room beside the Water of Leith. 
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