
LEITH LINKS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Meeting of Leith Links Community Council, held at Leith 
Community Centre  

Monday 29 February at 7pm  

Present: - Gail Clapton acting Chair,  Senga Bethune, , Angus Miller, 
Councillor Booth, Sally Millar, Michael Traill, Evie Murray, Adrian 
Graham, Jack Caldwell (2016 Independent Candidate), Phil Attridge, 
Andrew McKenzie, Lee Cockburn Police Scotland, Kevin Weaver 
Police Scotland   

1. Welcome: Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Apologies: Jim Scanlon, Deidre Brock MP, Malcolm Chisholm 
MSP, Cathy McCulloch, Councillor Adam McVey  

3. Minutes: Proposed by Senga, seconded by Sally.  
  
4 Police Report:  
There was a considerable amount of statistics covering various 
crimes across Edinburgh in the last period.  Overall, from April 2015 
– Jan 2016 there had been a 48% detection rate with all crimes 
reducing by 37.5%.  There had been a particular stress on bail 
curfew checks and it now appears that outwith curfew times crimes 
are still occurring but there have also been a number of custodial 
sentences for those breaking curfew.  It seems that street workers 
have now moved up into Duncan Place and one female was seen 
getting into a car resulting in both the female and the male car 
driver being charged.  The Eastern European female mentioned at 
the last meeting has now moved out of the area.  Senga mentioned 
that there were still females attending at an address in Elbe Street 
and this will be looked at.  Councillor Booth asked for an update on 
previous reports on serious drug dealing in the local area however, 



both officers were new to the Leith area and were unaware of these 
numerous previous reports but would speak to the previous officer 
and report back the next day.  Councillor Booth also mentioned that 
Inspector Carson had an open invitation to attend one of the LLCC 
meetings.  Again, despite the continual feeling of lack of action, the 
attendees were encouraged to report suspected prostitution.   
  
 5.Treasurer/Secretary Report:  
Angus advised there was nothing to report from the Treasurer.  
Senga advised that she together with Gail had attended an Alcohol 
Forum where they had produced a very useful booklet with advice on 
how to object to licensing applications.  She would bring these to the 
next meeting for distribution.  She and Gail had also attended the 
Leith Festival AGM which had been well attended and also the Leith 
Links Regeneration Group.  Senga fed back about the cycle path 
renewal works which are due to start on 1 March.  There were still 
considerable gaps where bulbs were missing.  There had been no 
word back on the planned walkabout last week that Fiona Devlin had 
scheduled with Crummock’s to identify areas they were responsible 
for reparation works.  Councillor Booth will also chase up the BT box 
move which had also been uncompleted.  
  
6. CC Future Interim Elections:  
Gail, Senga Jim and Angus had all attended a meeting with the City 
Council about the membership of the LLCC. An explanation was given 
that LLCC had an allowance of a maximum number of elected 
councillors of 12 and required a minimum of 6 to operate.  As with 
any Community Council, once the numbers drop below the minimum 
action needs to be taken. For LLCC this means an Interim Election.  
The Council will undertake advertising with an election period of 7 – 
30 March.  It was already known that Michael Traill and Adrian 
Graham had indicated they would apply and Phil Attridge also 
indicated an interest.  The Council will handle all the action including 
application forms and they would decide if someone satisfied their 
criteria.  At the moment therefore, LLCC can still hold meetings but 
would be unable to vote or comment/object as a Group on issues 



such as planning.  Evie asked about nominated reps.  Senga explained 
again that the rules had changed.  A group within an area could apply 
to have a nominated rep on a CC but again, this would be 
administered by the Council and applicants would need to satisfy 
specific criteria. Only a Council approved nominated rep could vote 
at a CC.  If they were unable to attend, a substitute could come to a 
CC meeting but they would not be able to vote, only the Council 
authorised rep could do this.  In respect of Evie’s as she has a salary 
she cannot be the nominated rep for her Group.  There may also be a 
conflict of interest as she is part of a different CC.  Senga 
suggested that full information would be available from the Council 
should Evie or anyone else wish to find out more. Michael suggested 
that after the Interim Election the LLCC could engage with other 
local groups such as PTA’s although this might be difficult to 
arrange given school holidays etc.  Leith Neighbourhood Partnership 
have a stall at Leith Gala Day and this might be an option to pursue 
to raise the profile of the LLCC.      

7. Planning: Salamander Place: 
 As previously recorded at item 6, LLCC cannot currently, as a group 
raise any objections to any planning applications/issues however it 
would be important to encourage individuals to attend the Teague 
planning event at South Leith Parish Halls on 22 March to ask 
various questions, specifically about what infrastructure such as 
green space, school and doctors were intended.  While this is not the 
remit of Teague, they would make financial contribution to the 
Council to meet these needs, it is still important to raise the issues.  
Angus is going to check what their financial contribution has been as 
it was understood they made a contribution in respect of the trams.  
130 Constitution Street now has a revised planning application and 
again LLCC cannot object as a group but Jim Scanlon has alerted the 
Constitution Street residents group and individuals should also be 
encourage to object, should they wish to do so.  There was some 
discussion about the LLCC boundary area and Gail will check this 
with Loraine Duckworth.  



8. Open Floor: Gail mentioned the Restalrig Railway Path Walkabout 
on 11 March and thanks were given to Michael, who had organised.  
He advised that Tommy Sheppard MP is scheduled to attend, Council 
officers and possibly community services.  General discussion on co-
ordinating all the various groups who act in the area doing clean-ups 
etc.  Adrian mentioned the Himalayan Highland Games on the Links 
on Saturday 19 March.  Senga reminded the meeting of 
International Woman’s Day on Saturday 5th March at Thomas 
Morton Halls and encouraged attendance.  

No meeting in March 
    
Date of Next Meeting:     25 April 2016 7pm  

Leith Community Centre, Persevere Room 


