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Context         
Counts of population from the 2011 Census have now been released at a local level, revealing 
how population densities vary across the city, and how the distribution of the population has 
changed since previous censuses.  The planning service has published a report which employs 
geographic information system (GIS) techniques to summarise and map the current population 
distribution within Edinburgh, identify areas of fastest growth, and compare population densities 
in Edinburgh with other cities across Scotland and the rest of the UK. 
 
The relative concentration or dispersion of the population has important implications for service 
planning and the promotion of sustainable and healthy urban environments.   Large numbers of 
people living in close proximity can help to sustain both public and commercial services and 
create a setting which is often conducive to enterprise and the exchange of ideas.  Although high 
densities may exert pressure on urban infrastructure, the potential economies of scale may also 
justify investment in innovative, sustainable solutions such as high capacity public transport 
systems or district heating, which would not be viable elsewhere. 
 
The key findings from the study are summarised below, and a link provided to the full report 
which is available on-line.   The planning service intends to make further analysis of the 2011 
Census results available as and when future tranches of data are released by National Records 
of Scotland.   These will include profiles for different areas of the city, comparisons between 
Edinburgh and other major UK cities, trends since the 2001 Census, and topic analyses such as 
travel-to-work and the distribution of the student population. 

Key findings 
 In common with many other cities, population densities in Edinburgh are highest in inner 

suburban areas surrounding the commercial core of the city centre, notably in the Leith Walk, 
Fountainbridge and South Side areas. 

 The location with the highest population density in Edinburgh is the Leith Walk area, with a 
peak of nearly 26,000 people resident within an 800 metre radius (equivalent to a density of 
12,900 persons per sq.km.).   This is a higher local population density than anywhere else in 
Scotland, including Glasgow. 

 Indeed further investigation reveals that Edinburgh contains some of the highest local 
population densities in the UK outside London, exceeded only by Brighton and Portsmouth, 
and slightly ahead of Leicester. 



 Edinburgh has more people living within 2 miles of its city centre than Glasgow (208,000 
compared with 172,000). 

 In south east Scotland outwith Edinburgh only two settlements have a residential population 
exceeding 50,000 within 2 miles : Dunfermline (59,000) and Livingston (58,000). 

 Since 2001 there has been a very significant growth of population in the areas surrounding 
Leith Walk (up to 30% increase), as a result of new house building on brownfield land, 
together with refurbishment of existing properties. 

 Other areas of significant growth include Dalry, Fountainbridge, Tollcross, South Side, 
Granton, Newhaven and (to a lesser extent) Craigmillar. 

 These findings highlight that Edinburgh remains a relatively compact city, where redundant 
inner city land has been effectively ‘recycled’ for residential use and more people are living in 
and close to the city centre.   In fact 55% of the city’s population now live within 4 km. of the 
centre of Edinburgh, compared with just 48% in 1981. 

 In many inner areas the population has recovered to (or even exceeded) levels previously 
prevailing in the 1960s / 1970s.   However, the post-war edge-of-city housing estates at 
Muirhouse / Pilton and Craigmillar / Niddrie now have populations well below their previous 
levels. 

Map showing the resident population within 800 metres (½ mile) for any location in Edinburgh 

More detailed information 
The full report  “2011 Census : Population distribution and density in Edinburgh”  may be 
accessed via the following link :     
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/696/census_information/1318/census_2011 

Contact 
For further information, please contact Graeme Gainey 
0131 469 3931     graeme.gainey@edinburgh.gov.uk  
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